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In this issue:
Announcement of SSHRC Partnership Development Grant•

Introducing community partners and research collaborators•
Project overview and timeline•

In the fall of 2016, our team of researchers and 
community agencies across Canada (Alberta, 
Quebec, Ontario) submitted an application to the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
for a Partnership Development Grant to undertake 
collaborative research to develop and implement 
an observational tool that can be used in at-risk 
family services settings to detect problematic par-
enting behaviours. 

Rewind - Fall 2016

Project timeline:

Year 1

Develop and refine the AMBIANCE-brief 
tool; determine the predictive validity of 
the tool

            

Year 2

Implement and evaluate the tool with part-
ner agencies; train service providers

Year 3

Develop a computer software platform for 
training service providers

The AMBIANCE 

Project is a research 

and community 

agency collaboration 

that aims to bridge 

the knowledge-to-

practice gap.

What is the AMBIANCE?  

The acronym refers to an observational tool (Atypical 
Maternal Behaviour Instrument for Assessment and Clas-
sification) to screen for potential for disrupted parenting.

Who is involved?

The AMBIANCE Project is a research partnership, led by 
Dr. Sheri Madigan, involving multi-site collaboration 
between academic researchers and community agencies 
across Canada. An advisory council will provide feed-
back and guidance throughout the duration of the project. 
Graduate students and social services professionals will 
also receive training and play a key role in the project.

Project objectives:

1. Refine and assess the validity of the AMBIANCE- 
brief tool.
2. Test the feasibility of the tool through use in practice 
settings.
3. Develop computer software tools for training family 
services providers.

Partnership Development Grant
Project Receives SSHRC Funding!

We are happy to announce that our application for a Social Sciences and Humanities Re-
search Council Partnership Development Grant (SSHRC-PDG) was successful! This 
three-year funded project will allow us to carry out the AMBIANCE Project, a research and 
community partnership aimed at validating an observational tool for use in family services 
settings.

Where will research be conducted?

Research will take place at our partnering community 
agencies. Social services staff at participating sites will 
be trained on the use of the AMBIANCE-brief tool.

Why is this research important?

There is a lack of validated tools for use in community 
practice. The AMBIANCE tool is anchored in attach-
ment research and possesses strong psychometric prop-
erties. The benefit of observational measures is that they 
are strongly associated with child outcomes. The devel-
opment of a practical and empirically-supported obser-
vational assessment tool that can be used by practitioners 
will aid family services agencies and program directors 
in intervention planning, staff training, and risk screen-
ing activities.



Year 1

Develop and refine the AMBIANCE-brief 
tool; determine the predictive validity of 
the tool

            

Year 2

Implement and evaluate the tool with part-
ner agencies; train service providers

Year 3

Develop a computer software platform for 
training service providers

Community partners

• The Brenda Strafford Society for the Prevention 
of Domestic Violence (Calgary, Alberta)

• Family and Children’s Services of Guelph & Wel-
lington County (Guelph, Ontario)

• The Therapeutic Family Care Program (Durham, 
Highland Shores, Kawartha-Haliburton, Ontario)

• The Children’s Aid Society of Toronto Child Wel-
fare Institute (Toronto, Ontario)

• Centre Intégré Universitaire de Santé et de Ser-
vices Sociaux du Centre-Sud-de-l’Île-de-Montréal 
(Montreal, Quebec)

• Centre Intégré Universitaire de Santé et de Ser-
vices Sociaux de la Capitale Nationale (Quebec 
City)

Research collaborators

Project director:

• Sheri Madigan (University of Calgary)

Co-Investigators:

• Karlen Lyons-Ruth (Harvard Medical School)
• André Plamondon (Université Laval)
• George Tarabulsy (Université Laval)
• Chantal Cyr (Université du Québec à Montréal)
• Heidi Bailey (University of Guelph)
• John Haltigan (Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health/Hospital for Sick Children) 
• Catherine Borland-Kerr (Family & Children’s 
Services of Guelph & Wellington County)

Advisory council

Academic and Community Representa-

tives:

• Chaya Kulkarni (Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, Ontario)
• Antoine Guedeney (Hôpital Bichat-Claude 
Bernard, Paris, France)
• Elisa Bronfman (Boston Children’s Hospital, 
Boston, Massachusetts)
• Caroline Bergeron (Centre Intégré Universi-
taire de Santé et des Services Sociaux de la 
Capitale Nationale, Quebec City, Quebec)

Graduate Students:

• Katherine Guyon-Harris (Eastern Michigan 
University)
• Heather McLean (University of Guelph)

Final thoughts 

We would like to thank all 
of our partners for their 

contribution in making this 
project possible. We look 
forward to this exciting 

collaboration. Please feel 
free to contact us if you have 
any questions or suggestions.

Conceptual Overview of Project

Research

Evidence-based

Knowledge dissemination

•

Enhanced understanding of 
parenting behaviours and 

communications that place 
children at risk

Learning

Support tools

Sustainability

Training
module
developers and
collaborators

Contact us
1235 Education Tower
University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, Alberta  T2N 1N4
403-210-6889

Determinants of Child 
Development Lab

University of Calgary
www.madiganlab.com

sheri.madigan@ucalgary.ca

Practice

Skill building
Quality care

Intervention planning

The acronym refers to an observational tool (Atypical 
Maternal Behaviour Instrument for Assessment and Clas-
sification) to screen for potential for disrupted parenting.

The AMBIANCE Project is a research partnership, led by 
Dr. Sheri Madigan, involving multi-site collaboration 
between academic researchers and community agencies 
across Canada. An advisory council will provide feed-
back and guidance throughout the duration of the project. 
Graduate students and social services professionals will 
also receive training and play a key role in the project.

1. Refine and assess the validity of the AMBIANCE- 
brief tool.
2. Test the feasibility of the tool through use in practice 
settings.
3. Develop computer software tools for training family 
services providers.


